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t Water
! ’truce’
i

~alley farm interests, who
Resources Control Board decideshave suffered through four con-

may. be
how to divide the pain, appor-secutive years of short water

I
tioning water pumping cutssupplies due to drought and en-
among an estimated 7,000 usersvironmental needs, say the new
throughout the watershe~ , standards will help reverse that,

fragile

-We don’t pretend that this isalthough full supplies may never

I
the final answer for Californiareturn.
water policy,~. the governor ac- "I don’t think you’ll ever see it
knowledge& "There will be some go back to the way it was in the
major sledding ahea&" 1980s," said San Luis and Delta:1 Complicated agreement The agreement itself is aMendota Water. Authority execu-

could hit snags whL~l numbingly " complex . web . of" rive dL~Ymr Dan ~Nelson, whoI pumping limits ~ stated as per-represented agriculture in. theappo oning centages of delta water inflows; negotiations. "But with normal
and varying monthly to protectrainfall this year, -I’m hoping

By Russell Cleminfl$ rare fish -- and limits on salini-.we’ll get over 50pe ,rcent deliver,

I and Mark Grossi ty, whichcan affect breeding’ies." ’ ’ :. .~. ~o.~ ~.
The Fresno Bee conditions for many sensitiveCosts unknown. . -’~ .

O n Thursday, when he fish. ¯ ......
~ announced a landmark How c~mplex? Here’s. some of The economic impact of. the

¯~new stazidards remains un-water~luality agree- what it says about salirdty moni,known. When the U.S. Environ-ment for the Sacramento-San torin~ "The~Chipps’"Island re- .
m~{~ t ~, ~oh~,,~ ~’ t~-. mental Protectmn Agency pro-Joaquin River Delta, Gov. V~rd-. men~ .... . _~ ~
zero dav~ wh~.n the. Eimht W.iv~r posed a tougher set. of delta

I son declared, "peace has bro- ~d~X in--" ~l~-u~:m-l~ss~-t]~-~’-, standardslast year,, the govern-ken out amid the California
¯ " ,~-�~--�t ,,a ~.~ ~,~ " ment estimated their impactwater wars." " million.,_ ..........~ ~=j~ ,.... . . .

when it is greater than 1.0 rail- would be $45 million per year.
But’in the very next breath, This time, . nobody is willing to

he admitted that this truce, " lion.acre-feet with linear interpo-. ¯
lation between 0.8 and 1.0 rail- guess at thecosts.~ ¯

¯ . -I may prove , = - ........ "~ ; "We haven’t had time to ana~likemany ot~leg8~
hard to keep. ,, . lion acre-feet."

The agreement announced¯ But boiledto its essence, the
]YZemeans,,it tosaidSeeeconomisteXact]y whatDuaneitagreement .will require farmers

. by Wilson and a gaggle of state and city dwellers alike to relin-Paul of Northwest Economic As-
and federal environmental reg- quish precious water, especiallysociates, a firm that Valley irri-’
ulators melds farm and urban during drought y~ars, gation districts hired to study
water district leaders into an ’ impacts from past droughts.’
unprecedented consensus with ~illg ~ be red, Iced On the other :side of the =led-
environmentalists and govern- ~ The .thre~ federal agencies tha~. ger, environmentalis~ and regu:
ment officials. ..... were at the bargaining table saidlators say the new standards’will

It sets clear standar~f6r i..~. i~hey estimate that total pumpinggive at least a.modest b~t to"

i salt levels in the delta,, the liqL’i" from the delta -- Which averaged delta-dependent fish’s. :like: the
uid heart of the state’s, far ..... 5.8 million’acre-feet in a:normalthreatened.delta.smelt, the.en-

¯ " flung plumbing system.’"-~;," ..’;~i year and 4.8 million in a dry’ dangered :winter’, filn bf, Sac~a-
, year.under, existing standards --mento. River~ Chinook.. salmon,It places carefully worded ~ would ,have to be reduced byand* the..Sacramento isplittail,limits on how much water can’: 400,000 acre-feet in normal yearswhich is being considered£or en-

. be pumped from the delta and . and I.i .million acre-feet in dangered species protection.¯ ~ sent south to quench thirsty drought ~ years to meet .the new "The prot~cti0ns v~e in the"

i San Joaquin Valley farms and standard.-. ":.: ..,.~: -~,~’° .i- low end, ~’but we’re ~wallowing
Southern California suburbs. One acre-foot is the a~6un~ bf pretty, liaixi "and have taken a

It even shows, observers say~ water, a typical Fresno single- risk just like everyone else~" said
that the 800-pound gorilla of ¯ family.. home .~consumes..in .18 .... David Fullerton, an environmen..0

i California water politics,, the . ~: " months;. Valley farmers.~ two i~!.talist representing the Natural
Los-Angeles based Metropoli- . to four acre-fee~ to’grow an acre I Heritage Institute.¯ tan Water District, is working

of cotton.. ~:     " .-- -

�i; ] .. Environmental forces alsoto patch its frayed alliance ’ " ’ -- ~ ..... " -.-. . . . " .
with the’Valley’s agricultural i-. Rease see Oetta, Pa~e A4
water dist~et~.

Bu~ it may all break
when, over the next few ......
months, the state Water ................................~ , .~ ~ ~.

F--O001 24
F-O00124



CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Delta: Accord requires_ that all water users
C~n~inued trom Pa~e A1          tracted $30 million from water whe~. they parted with agricul-

users for a three-year attack on~ure over the CVP bill," West-
other causes of declining fishlands Water District. general
populations -- including un-manager Jerald Butchert said.
screened pump inlets and other"I’m not sure they knew what
diver~ons that draw young fishthey were doing.~
to their deaths. But in recent months, Met led

’ In a key concession that ce-an effort by the state’s urban
me;nted Thursday’s deal, the firstwater agencies to reach a con~en-
year’s $10 million pledge will besus witt~ the farm waterdistricts
frohted by the Metropolitan Wa-on ddlta standards.
ter District. The current:standards were

Observers say the district play-adopted in 1978 and rejected by
ed a key role in moving the nego-a state court judge in. 1984, but
tiations toward a conclusion " had remained in effect es state
and ’in the process, appeared toand federal officials tried
be trying to mend fences that it̄ and again, without success, to
had broken in recent years withwin support for.new ones.~

¯ Valley agricultural interests. Throughout .the"e~ly 1990s;
"It’s a whole new world in as endangered species problems

terms of our ability to work with forced the issue, farm and urban
Met," said Jason Peltier, manag-"water districts Wereunable to
er of a.major farm water group,,find common ground,;
the Central Valley Project Water That began t0 chang.e this
.Association; * ........"- "’~ year, after the EPA settle~’a law~

Peltler and other f~ Water suit t’fled .by environmentalists
leaders saythe Metropolitan Wa-and pledged, inthe settlement,
ter Net’s support in 1992 ofto issue new delta standards by
the CentralValley Projeet Ira- Dee. 15:..- . ..~ ~. ,..i..
tluit shifts some project water to .....: ~...,.,... ¯
fish and wildlife -- strained the Faced with that threat~ water
longstanding alliance of Met andusers worked out a.~oint plan.
the Valley districts," an alliancethat would leave them with more
that got the State Water Projectwater than the EPA’s tentative
built in the 1960s. -.~ ~̄ ..- plan. The join(plan, finished

Adding to the friction’ were month, formed .the. basis for the
Met’s well-publicized efforts toagreement,announ .ced Thursday.
buy surplus water from VaH..ey "What..has happened in.the
farmers. ’~ ¯. ........ last year is. that we. decided .we
Major b  nder ’,ii i..i of

........ .-- ; ests,, which included fi~iding a
..The district proposed, for ex-solution for the delta standardsample, to pay..$175 an acre-footdeadlock~.Met Geh~.rid Manager

for as much as 35,000 acre-feetJohn .W.~ said Thursday...:.
of water a year from one farmer, "What drives the ~rbans is de~former Assemblyman,.: Rustypendability of thewater supply
Areias, who owns a Los Banos-and what drives ag is the price,"area dah~ farm.    ¯

The head of the Vall~y’s larg- add~l Steve Macaulay, general.
"̄ manager of the State Water Con-

est irrigation district said he be-tractors, anothe~ users group.!
lieves Met officials wer~ sur-"They realized neither One will
prised by. the strong, negativewin if they’ don’t come together~?
reaction to those two actions. ~

"They realized down there $ta~ w~ter ~ame~a ~xt~
that they made a mvjor blundered to this $to~]. ~. ~ .. ~.~ o ..... -

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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! SacramentO:sanJo ,qui ilDe!t a; .¯ .........The state
The Bay-Delta receives 47 Per~-e~"0ft~’~tate’s ~r~)ff. It

I
water to more than 20 million redefines
:: its water

policy
The new standard called
means 2,000 parts per million
salinity at measuring points,

I Sea water is about 32,000
parts per million. River water
is less than 1,000,oarts per
million. The purpose of the
standard is to protect fish that

| breed and hatch in areas
¯ .... ........ ~.~.: ::: where freSh:and.salt water -

area,.:

=~pec~es of fish ~ .,
¯ rotected: :~:

_ .. __.nelfa.nnv .... ~2~n~:hes: ’ " "
area

’ ~. !                                                                                                                   . .-~~_: Other fish of
environmental concern:

Delta smelt ] I ¯ Chinook salmon
(Hypomesus [          ~ ~ "~[ ¯I transpacificus) L_____ ..:^~,,,o _J s~cmmento splitt~il

¯ L_..___ 3 ~ inches ¯ Stdped bass

Delta-Mendota ...... ’ ~~ ’~ areas
Canal .. . 2% other

New ~andard pumping allotmenN
.California NORMAL RAINFALL YEAR-

Aqueduct ion*. federal

000 Fish

000 ........

Net i~pa~t "~

Francisco
Issues, San

The capacity both projects can pump from the
~elta under standards established in 1978         "

SW Parra, Severiano GalvSn -The Fresno Bee
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